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1. Who were the first European explorers to 
establish permanent settlements in 
America?

A. English
B. French
C. Spanish
D. Dutch



2. Spanish admiral Pedro Menéndez de 
Aviles established the first permanent 
European settlement in St. Augustine. In 
which state is St. Augustine located? 

A. Virginia
B. Massachusetts
C. New Mexico
D. Florida



3. Established in 1769, the Spanish mission in 
San Diego was the first one to be built along 
the Pacific Coast.  How many missions were 
built in the region they named “Alta California?”

A. 4
B. 10
C. 16
D. 21



4. What do these famous people have in 
common:  Oscar de la Renta, Manolo
Blahnik, Carolina Herrera, and Luis 
Estevez?  They are all __________.

A. Movie stars
B. Fashion designers
C. Athletes
D. Authors



5. A team from Miami Dade College, composed 
mostly of Cuban and other Latin American 
immigrants, has participated four times in the 
Final Four of which sport?

A. Basketball
B. Chess
C. Football
D.  Soccer



6. Which city has hosted a Hispanic Day 
Parade every October since 1965?

A. Los Angeles
B. Miami
C. Santa Fe
D. New York, New York



7. Which city in the United States (outside 
of Puerto Rico) has the largest Puerto 
Rican population?

A. Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
B. Hartford, Connecticut
C. Chicago, Illinois
D. New York, New York



8. Who among these award-winning writers 
won the Pulitzer Prize for The Mambo 
Kings Sing Songs of Love?

A. Oscar Hijuelos
B. Nilo Cruz
C. Ana Castillo
D. Sandra Cisneros



9. Which legendary musician is known as 
the “King of Mambo?”

A. Tito Puente
B. Carlos Santana
C. Enrique Iglesias
D. Desi Arnaz



10. What is baseball player Alex Rodriguez’s 
nickname?

A. Roddy
B. A-Rod
C. Slugger
D. Shorty



11. Approximately what percentage of major 
league baseball players are from Latin 
American countries?

A. 5%
B. 10%
C. 25%
D. 50%



12. What do these athletes have in common:  
Roberto Clemente, Luis Aparicio, Orlando 
Cepeda, and Juan Marichal?  They are all 
members of the ______ Hall of Fame.

A. Baseball
B. Basketball
C. Football
D. Soccer



13. Ellen Ochoa was the first Hispanic 
American women ______.

A. Astronaut
B. Neurosurgeon
C. Judge
D. Olympic swimmer



14. Compared to the national average, what 
was the growth rate of Hispanic 
businesses between 1997 and 2002?

A. The same
B. 2 times
C. 3 times
D. 5 times 



15. Who among these famous performers is 
Latino?

A. Madonna
B. Ricky Martin
C. Donita Sparks
D. Bono



16. Approximately what percentage of the 
U.S. population is Hispanic?

A. 5%
B. 15%
C. 20%
D. 30%



17. What percentage of the nation’s 
projected total population will be 
Hispanic in 2050?

A. 11%
B. 19%
C. 24%
D. 31%



18. Which of the current U.S. presidential 
candidates is of Latino extraction?

A. Hillary Clinton

B. Barack Obama

C. Rudy Giuliani

D. Bill Richardson



19. Which state has the largest percentage 
of Hispanic Americans?

A. California
B. Arizona
C. Texas
D. New Mexico



20. What is the origin of the majority of 
Hispanic American households?  

A. Mexican
B. Puerto Rican
C. Cuban
D. Salvadoran



21. Which three countries have the largest 
Hispanic populations?

A. Spain, Chile, Mexico
B. Mexico, Colombia, United States
C. Argentina, Venezuela, Colombia
D. Colombia, Mexico, Spain



22. Cinco de Mayo celebrates the legendary Battle 
of Puebla on 5 May 1862 in which an 
outnumbered, poorly-equipped Mexican force 
defeated a well-trained army.  Which country 
sent this invading army?

A. Spain
B. Portugal
C. England
D. France



23. What do these people have in common:  
Ken Salazar, Mel Martinez, and Robert 
Menendez?  They are all ______.

A. Governors
B. U.S. Senators
C. Mayors
D. Members of the President’s Cabinet 



24. How many members of the U.S. House 
of Representatives are Hispanic or 
Latino Americans?

A. 12
B. 15
C. 27
D. 31



25. According to the Smithsonian Latino Center, 
there are ______ Latino museums or museum 
collections in the United States.

A. 10

B. 19

C. 23

D. 30



26. What do these people have in common: 
Antonia Novello, Carlos Gutierrez, Bill 
Richardson?

A. They are all athletes.
B. They are from New Mexico.
C. They have served in high posts in recent 

administrations.
D. Their families came from Cuba. 



You can find information about the United States in 
Spanish on the following sites:

GobiernoUSA.gov - http://www.usa.gov/gobiernousa/

For Children and Young People -
http://www.usa.gov/gobiernousa/Temas/Ninos.shtml

USINFO - http://usinfo.state.gov/esp/
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1. Who were the first European explorers to establish permanent settlements in 
America? 
A.  English 
B.  French 
C. Spanish* 
D. Dutch 

SOURCE:  Outline of American History.  “Early America.”  
http://usinfo.state.gov/products/pubs/histryotln/index.htm 

 
2. Spanish admiral Pedro Menéndez de Aviles established the first permanent 

European settlement in St. Augustine.  In which state is St. Augustine located?  
A. Virginia 
B. Massachusetts 
C. New Mexico 
D. Florida* 

SOURCE:  Florida Museum of Natural History.  “St. Augustine, America’s 
Ancient City.”  http://www.flmnh.ufl.edu/staugustine/intro.htm 

 
3. Established in 1769, the Spanish mission in San Diego was the first one to be 

built along the Pacific Coast.  How many missions were built in the region 
they named “Alta California?” 
A. 4 
B. 10 
C. 16 
D. 21* 

SOURCE:  National Park Service.  “Early History of the California Coast.”  
http://www.nps.gov/history/nr/travel/ca/intro.htm 
 
4. What do these famous people have in common:  Oscar de la Renta, Manolo 

Blahnik, Carolina Herrera, and Luis Estevez?  They are all __________. 
A. Movie stars 
B. Fashion designers* 
C. Athletes 
D. Authors 

SOURCE:  Smithsonian’s National Museum of American History.  “Hispanic 
Designers.”  http://americanhistory.si.edu/collections/hispanicdesigners/index.htm 

  
5. A team from Miami Dade College, composed mostly of Cuban and other 

Latin American immigrants, has participated four times in the Final Four of 
which sport? 
A. Basketball 



B. Chess* 
C. Football 
D.  Soccer 

SOURCE:  VOA News.  “Chess Team Is Key to Success for U.S. College.”  
http://www.voanews.com/english/archive/2007-04/2007-04-19-voa33.cfm 
 
6. Which city has hosted a Hispanic Day Parade every October since 1965? 

A. Los Angeles 
B. Miami 
C. Santa Fe 
D. New York, New York* 

SOURCE:  Gale Free Resources.  “Hispanic Heritage.”  
http://www.galegroup.com/free_resources/chh/activities/hispanidad.htm 
 
7. Which city in the United States (outside of Puerto Rico) has the largest Puerto 

Rican population? 
A. Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
B. Hartford, Connecticut 
C. Chicago, Illinois 
D. New York, New York* 

SOURCE:  2005 American Community Survey.  “Hispanic or Latino Origin by 
Specific Origin – Universe:  Total Population.”  Detailed Tables:  C03001.  
http://factfinder.census.org/ 
 
8. Who among these award-winning writers won the Pulitzer Prize for The 

Mambo Kings Sing Songs of Love? 
A. Oscar Hijuelos* 
B. Nilo Cruz 
C. Ana Castillo 
D. Sandra Cisneros 

SOURCE:  U.S. Society and Values.  “Contemporary U.S. Literature:  Hispanic 
American Literature:  Divergence and Commonality.”  
http://usinfo.state.gov/journals/itsv/0200/ijse/latino.htm 

 
9. Which legendary musician is known as the “King of Mambo?” 

A. Tito Puente* 
B. Carlos Santana 
C. Enrique Iglesias 
D. Desi Arnaz 

SOURCE:  SOURCE:  Gale Free Resources.  “Hispanic Heritage.”  
http://www.galegroup.com/free_resources/chh/bio/puente_t.htm 
 
10. What is baseball player Alex Rodriguez’s nickname? 

A. Roddy 
B. A-Rod* 
C. Slugger 



D. Shorty 
SOURCE:  Gale Free Resources.  “Hispanic Heritage.”  
http://www.galegroup.com/free_resources/chh/bio/rodriguez_alex.htm 
 
11. Approximately what percentage of major league baseball players are from 

Latin American countries? 
A. 5% 
B. 10% 
C. 25%* 
D. 50% 

SOURCE:  USINFO.  “Latino Contributions to Major League Baseball Exhibited 
in U.S.”  http://usinfo.state.gov/scv/Archive/2006/Feb/24-940305.html 
 
12. What do these athletes have in common:  Roberto Clemente, Luis Aparicio, 

Orlando Cepeda, and Juan Marichal?  They are all members of the ______ 
Hall of Fame. 
A. Baseball* 
B. Basketball 
C. Football 
D. Soccer 

SOURCE:  USINFO.  “Latino Contributions to Major League Baseball Exhibited 
in U.S.”  http://usinfo.state.gov/scv/Archive/2006/Feb/24-940305.html 

 
13. Ellen Ochoa was the first Hispanic American women ______. 

A. Astronaut* 
B. Neurosurgeon 
C. Judge 
D. Olympic swimmer 

SOURCE:  Gale Free Resources.  “Hispanic Heritage.”   
http://www.galegroup.com/free_resources/chh/bio/ochoa_e.htm 
 
14. Compared to the national average, what was the growth rate of Hispanic 

businesses between 1997 and 2002? 
A. The same 
B. 2 times 
C. 3 times* 
D. 5 times  

SOURCE:  U.S. Census Bureau.  “Facts for Features:  Hispanic Heritage Month 
2007.”  http://www.census.gov/Press-
Release/www/releases/archives/facts_for_features_special_editions/010327.html 
 
15. Who among these famous performers is Latino? 

A. Madonna 
B. Ricky Martin* 
C.  Donita Sparks 
D. Bono  



 
16. Approximately what percentage of the U.S. population is Hispanic? 

A. 5% 
B. 15%* 
C. 20% 
D. 30% 

SOURCE:  U.S. Census Bureau.  “Facts for Features:  Hispanic Heritage Month 
2007.”  http://www.census.gov/Press-
Release/www/releases/archives/facts_for_features_special_editions/010327.html 
 
17. What percentage of the nation’s projected total population will be Hispanic in 

2050? 
A. 11% 
B. 19% 
C. 24%* 
D. 31% 

SOURCE:  U.S. Census Bureau.  “Facts for Features:  Hispanic Heritage Month 
2007.”  http://www.census.gov/Press-
Release/www/releases/archives/facts_for_features_special_editions/010327.html 
 
18. Which of the current U.S. presidential candidates is of Latino extraction? 

A. Hillary Clinton 
B. Barack Obama 
C. Rudy Giuliani 
D. Bill Richardson* 

 
19. Which state has the largest percentage of Hispanic Americans? 

A. California 
B. Arizona 
C. Texas 
D. New Mexico* 

ANS:  New Mexico (44%); California and Texas (36 % each); Arizona (29%) 
SOURCE:  U.S. Census Bureau.  “Facts for Features:  Hispanic Heritage Month 
2007.”  http://www.census.gov/Press-
Release/www/releases/archives/facts_for_features_special_editions/010327.html 
 
20. What is the origin of the majority of Hispanic American households?   

A. Mexican* 
B. Puerto Rican 
C. Cuban 
D. Salvadoran 

ANS:  Mexican (64%); Puerto Rican (9%); Cuban (3.5%); Salvadoran (3%) 
SOURCE:  U.S. Census Bureau.  “Facts for Features:  Hispanic Heritage Month 
2007.”  http://www.census.gov/Press-
Release/www/releases/archives/facts_for_features_special_editions/010327.html 
 



21. Which three countries have the largest Hispanic populations? 
A. Spain, Chile, Mexico 
B. Mexico, Colombia, United States* 
C. Argentina, Venezuela, Colombia 
D. Colombia, Mexico, Spain 

ANS:  Mexico (106.2 million); Colombia (43 million); United States (42.7 
million); and Spain (40.3 million) 
SOURCE:  U.S. Census Bureau.  “Facts for Features:  Hispanic Heritage Month 
2007.”  http://www.census.gov/Press-
Release/www/releases/archives/facts_for_features_special_editions/010327.html 
 
22. Cinco de Mayo celebrates the legendary Battle of Puebla on 5 May 1862 in 
which an outnumbered, poorly-equipped Mexican force defeated a well-trained 
army.  Which country sent this invading army? 

A. Spain 
B. Portugal 
C. England 
D. France* 

SOURCE:  U.S. Census Bureau.  “Facts for Feature:  Cinco de Mayo (Special 
Edition).”  http://www.census.gov/Press-
Release/www/releases/archives/facts_for_features_special_editions/009726.html 
 
23. What do these people have in common:  Ken Salazar, Mel Martinez, and 
Robert Menendez?  They are all ______. 

A. Governors 
B. U.S. Senators* 
C. Mayors 
D. Members of the President’s Cabinet  

SOURCE:  Hispanic Magazine.  “Robert Menendez:  King of the Hill.” 
http://www.hispaniconline.com/magazine/2006/february/panorama/index.html 

 
24. How many members of the U.S. House of Representatives are Hispanic or 
Latino Americans? 

A. 12 
B. 15 
C. 27* 
D. 31 

NOTE:  This number includes three members of the House who are of Portuguese 
descent and belong to the Congressional Hispanic Caucus.  It also includes the 
Resident Commissioner from Puerto Rico. 
SOURCE:  CRS Report.  “Membership of the 110th Congress: A Profile.”  Order 
Code RS22555.  15 December 2006 
http://opencrs.cdt.org/rpts/RS22555_20061215.pdf 
 
25. According to the Smithsonian Latino Center, there are ______ Latino 
museums or museum collections in the United States. 



A. 10 
B. 19 
C. 23 
D. 30* 

SOURCE:  Smithsonian Latino Center.  “Museum Resources:  Latino Museums 
and Museums with Latino Collections.” 
http://latino.si.edu/collections/collections_LatinoMuseumResources.htm 
 
26. What do these people have in common: Antonia Novello, Carlos Gutierrez, 
Bill Richardson? 

A. They are all athletes. 
B. They are from New Mexico. 
C. They have served in high posts in recent administrations.* 
D. Their families came from Cuba. 

 
(Novello: surgeon general under George HW Bush; Gutierrez: Secretary of 
Commerce under George W. Bush, Richardson: Secretary of Energy under Bill 
Clinton) 
 
*************************************************************** 
You can find information about the United States in Spanish on the following 
sites: 

GobiernoUSA.gov -- http://www.usa.gov/gobiernousa/ 

GobiernoUSA.gov:  For Children and Young People --  

http://www.usa.gov/gobiernousa/Temas/Ninos.shtml 

USINFO -- http://usinfo.state.gov/esp/ 
 
 




